
The Australian Child 
Maltreatment Study

The prevalence and correlates of child 

maltreatment in Australia. Findings from the 

Australian Child Maltreatment Study.

WA Health Promoting Schools Association

16th April 2024

David Lawrence
The ACMS was funded by the NHMRC with additional 

funding from the Australian Government



Access to support  

Lifeline ï 13 11 14 (24 hours a day, 7 days a week)

13 YARN ï 13 92 76 (24 hours a day, 7 days a week) ï a culturally safe 

crisis support line for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people

1800 RESPECT ï 1800 737 732 (24 hours a day, 7 days a week) ï for 

people impacted by sexual assault, domestic and family violence and 

abuse

Blue Knot Helpline ï 1300 657 380 (9am-5pm, 7 days a week) ï for 

adults impacted by childhood trauma including child sexual abuse

Kids Helpline ï 1800 55 1800 (24 hours a day, 7 days a week)
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Why did we need 
the ACMS?
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Australia has not had reliable evidence
at the population level about the: 

Å Physical abuse

Å Sexual abuse

Å Emotional abuse

Å Neglect

Å Exposure to domestic violence

Prevalence of each type of child maltreatment

Å How old are children when it begins and ends?

Å Who inflicts different types of maltreatment?

Å How chronic are these experiences?

Characteristics of each type of abuse and neglect

Associated mental health disorders, health risk 
behaviours, physical health conditions 3
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1 This evidence is essential to 

inform better, targeted 

approaches to:

Prevent
child abuse and neglect 

Reduce
associated health conditions 

and health risk behaviours

Reduce
economic cost to the nation


