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Acknowledgement of country

In the spirit of deepening 
relationships, Cancer Council 
WA acknowledge all the 
traditional custodians and 
owners of country throughout 
Western Australia and 
recognise their continuing 
connection to land, waters and 
community. 

We also pay our respect to their 
Elders and extend that respect 
to all Aboriginal peoples living 
and working in this area.



Cancer Council WA’s work on 
e-cigarettes

• Policy and advocacy 

• Submissions to government, parliamentary inquiries, 
public consultations on law reform 

• Commissioning of research

• Industry monitoring and reporting/complaining to 
relevant authorities

• Unpaid media strategies

• Policy papers drafted to provide a united voice among 
public health organisations

• National work coordinated through the Cancer Council 
Federation’s Tobacco Issues Committee (TIC)



E-cigarettes and the threat to 
tobacco control

• Non-smokers who use e-cigarettes are three times as 

likely to take up tobacco smoking than non-smokers 

who do not use e-cigarettes

• Most e-cigarette use is not 

for the purpose of  quitting 

smoking

• High number of e-cigarette 

users report smoking tobacco 

(dual use)

• Renormalising smoking

• Tobacco industry interference 

in policy reform.



E-cigarettes and the law 

Products that resemble tobacco products, including e-

cigarette devices and their components, whether or not they 

contain nicotine, cannot be sold by tobacco or general 

retailers under the Tobacco Products Control Act 2006 (WA). 

It is illegal to sell, supply or possess an e-cigarette or any 

liquid that contains nicotine in Australia without a doctor’s 

prescription.



What does an e-cigarette look 
like? 



E-cigarettes are harmful 
products



Nicotine 
concentration 

Content shared with permission from 

Professor Emily Banks, ANU
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The e-cigarette and tobacco 
industries are targeting young 
people



E-cigarette use among young people is common and is increasing

E-cigarette use among young 
people in WA and Australia

Current use of e-cigarettes

• 4.8% of 18-24 year-olds (2020-21)

• ABS NHS

• 4.5% of 15-24 year-olds (2019)

• up from 2.3% in 2016

• NDSHS, Tobacco tables, Table 2.24

Lifetime use of e-cigarettes

• 32.3% of 14-17 year-olds (2021)

• NSW residents, CCNSW GenVape

• 7.6% of 15-17 year-olds (2020-21)

• ABS NHS

• 21.7% of 18-24 year-olds (2020-21)

• ABS NHS

• 18.4% of 18-44 year-olds (2020)

• WA residents, HWSS 2020

• 22.3% of 15-24 year-olds (2019)

• up from 17.1% in 2016

• NDSHS, Tobacco tables, Table 2.19

• 14% of 12-17 year-olds (2017)

• ASSAD 2017, table 3.11

Used e-cigarettes in the last month

• 15.8% of 14-17 year-olds (2021)

• NSW residents, CCNSW GenVape

• (during Covid-19 restrictions)

• 32% of 12-17 year-olds (2017)

• ASSAD 2017, table 3.12



14-17 year-olds: How easy or hard 
is it for you to get a vape?

Watts, 2022

Ease of Access

• Older friends/siblings

• Dealers who connect through social 

media

• Retail stores e.g. deli, petrol store, 

convenience store, vape store

• Online purchases
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What about school-aged young 
people?

• Among students aged 12-17 years in WA, the percentage 

who reported ever-use of e-cigarettes increased from 12.1% 

in 2014 to 13.5% in 2017

• The next survey (in field this year) will provide valuable 

insights into the current use of e-cigarettes, which we expect 

has increased.



School Strategies

• Anti-Vaping Toolkit: 
teacher, parent and student 
resources

• School policy on smoking 
and vaping

• Bathroom detectors (some 
private schools)

• Confiscation of products

• Disciplinary procedures
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Gaps and Opportunities

• Prevalence data

• Training for school leaders, school nurses

• How is the toolkit being used by schools?

• Clinical guidelines for vaping cessation in 
children

• Research on cessation messaging and support 
for young people

• Better connection with youth development 
sector and sport/rec

• What are the needs of primary schools?
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Anti-vaping Digital Education 
Campaign

• Healthway has provided funding to Cancer Council WA 
for an anti-vaping digital education campaign 

• Target group: young people aged 14 to 24

• Concept testing to ensure that the campaign will meet 
objectives:

• prevent young people from initiating vaping

• direct young people who vape to quit support

• Social media focus

• Online hub with resources

• Launching later in the year, probably around August



Cancer Council’s Policy Asks
NATIONAL

• Seize vaping products at 
the border unless 
accompanied by a 
prescription

• Declare all vaping 
products ‘Prohibited 
Imports’

• Ban the sale of vapes 
outside of TGA 
framework

• Prohibit vaping 
advertising in a similar 
way to tobacco products

WA

• Crack down on illegal 
sales and stockpiling

• Increase penalties

• Clear laws that prohibit 
the sale, supply, 
advertising and 
promotion of vaping 
products (other than in 
accordance with the TGA 
approach)

• Ban vaping in public 
places where smoking is 
already banned



Policy update

• Announcement that the Commonwealth will 
introduce a ban on vaping advertising

• TGA Public Consultation on the Regulation of 
Nicotine Vaping Products (closed mid Jan)

• Health Ministers’ communique 24 Feb:

• Endorsed National Tobacco Strategy 2023-
2030

• National E-cigarette Working Group

• Funding for WA schools to tackle vaping



Please stay in touch with us!

Join our e-news to stay up-to date

ckameron@cancerwa.asn.au
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